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“A social taboo against photographing women prevented me from recording
a great deal of visual detail on film. While I felt strongly the
temptation to take pictures of the women in their elegant clothes,
busily interacting in their lively daily activities, or especially
dressed up for a wedding, I decided to conform to their ‘adat (customs
and manners). It would not be worth the loss of a mutual trust which had
been so carefully created. The photographs of women which do appear in
this book were taken after acquiring their complete trust in me.
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